YOU ARE PART OF THE GREAT ATLANTIC BIRD FLYWAY!
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Everyone in Nether Providence Township is part of it: the amazing Great Atlantic Bird
Flyway, where hundreds of thousands of migratory birds travel overhead each spring and
fall. From around August 15 through November 15, many species of birds will travel south
along the Flyway, covering great distances at night, guided by the position of stars and the
Earth’s magnetic field, and then resting and drinking water during the daytime in our yards.

We each can help this migration succeed with a few simple measures:

- Reduce unneeded outdoor lighting: Outdoor night lighting disorients the birds’
fine-tuned navigation abilities. Simple measures we can consider and take, such
as avoiding use of unneeded outdoor lighting, using motion-sensor lighting instead
of constant lighting, and ensuring that any needed lighting faces down-ward and not
sky-ward, makes a real difference. Also, according to the Pennsylvania
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, using ‘warmer’ yellow or
amber lighting instead of blue LED lighting has fewer negative effects on birds.

- Consider additional methods of preventing bird window strikes at your
property. To a bird, windows appear as clear passageways and they try to fly
through, becoming seriously injured or killed. Many such ‘bird strikes’ can be
prevented by applying commercially available window decals and other window
applications (see info source below for details). During night-time, particularly
between midnight and six, unnecessary indoor lights can be turned off, or interior
window coverings used.

Sadly, building and window collisions are estimated to seriously injure or kill a billion birds
ayearin the United States. Such avoidable loss happens in residential yards as well as
commercial buildings. We each have the opportunity to take simple measures to help
address this problem. In our Township and area, we have the good fortune to be on the
heavily travelled path of the Great Atlantic Flyway, and so are able to make a real
difference in helping its magic continue!

For more information, see: www.birdsafephilly.org, supported by the Academy of Natural
Sciences, Drexel University; National Audubon Society and Valley Forge Audubon Society;



www.abcbirds.org/glass-collisions

www.birds.cornell.edu/home/seven-simple-actions-to-help-birds




