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T O W N S H I P  N E W S
D e a r  R e s i d e n t s :

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  I  h o p e  t h a t  t h i s  m e s s a g e  f i n d s  y o u  a n d  y o u r

f a m i l i e s  i n  g o o d  h e a l t h  a n d  s p i r i t .   A s  w e  h e a d  i n t o  t h e  f a l l ,  a c t i v i t i e s  a b o u n d  a c r o s s  t h e

T o w n s h i p .  T h e  T o w n s h i p ' s  9 t h  a n n u a l  F a m i l y  F u n  D a y  r e t u r n s  t h i s  y e a r  a n d  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e

o n  S a t u r d a y ,  O c t o b e r  2 n d  f r o m  1 2 - 3 p m  a t  t h e  u p p e r  p a r k i n g  l o t  o f  S t r a t h  H a v e n  M i d d l e

S c h o o l .  V o l u n t e e r s  a r e  a l w a y s  w e l c o m e  a n d  a r e  s t i l l  n e e d e d .  I  h o p e  t o  s e e  y o u  a t  t h i s  e v e r -

p o p u l a r  e v e n t !

T h e  T o w n s h i p  i s  o n c e  a g a i n  h o s t i n g  a  H a l l o w e e n  d e c o r a t i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n .  G e t  i n t o  t h e  s p i r i t

o f  H a l l o w e e n  b y  d e c o r a t i n g  t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  y o u r  h o u s e  a n d  y o u r  y a r d .  P r i z e s  w i l l  b e  a w a r d e d

f o r  t h e  b e s t - d e c o r a t e d  h o u s e s  i n  t h e  T o w n s h i p .   T h e  s p o o k i e r  t h e  b e t t e r !  O n  a  l e s s  s c a r y

n o t e ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  m u c h - a n t i c i p a t e d  E a s t  P o s s u m  H o l l o w  R o a d  s i d e w a l k  i s  s c h e d u l e d

t o  b e g i n  i n  O c t o b e r .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  g r e a t l y  i m p r o v e  p e d e s t r i a n  a c c e s s  b e t w e e n

P r o v i d e n c e  R o a d ,  t h e  W a l l i n g f o r d  T r a i n  S t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  F u r n e s s  P a r k  t r a i l .   

A s  t h e  l e a v e s  b e g i n  t o  f a l l ,  t h e  T o w n s h i p ' s  p u b l i c  w o r k s  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  b e g i n  i t s  c u r b s i d e

l e a f  p i c k u p  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  y e a r ,  t h e  T o w n s h i p  h a s  i n s t i t u t e d  a  l e a f  p i c k u p  s c h e d u l e  i n  a n

e f f o r t  t o  p r o v i d e  r e s i d e n t s  w i t h  m o r e  c e r t a i n t y  a b o u t  w h e n  t o  e x p e c t  l e a f  p i c k u p .   M o r e

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  l e a f  c o l l e c t i o n  f o l l o w s  i n  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r .  P l e a s e  g i v e  a  b i g  t h a n k s  t o  y o u r

p u b l i c  w o r k s  e m p l o y e e s  w h o  b r a v e  t h e  e l e m e n t s  t o  k e e p  o u r  s t r e e t s  c l e a r .  

T h e  T o w n s h i p  i s  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  t w o  1 0 0 %  v o l u n t e e r  f i r e  c o m p a n i e s - - G a r d e n  C i t y  F i r e

C o m p a n y  a n d  S o u t h  M e d i a  F i r e  C o m p a n y .  P l e a s e  w a t c h  y o u r  m a i l b o x  f o r  t h e i r  a n n u a l  f u n d

d r i v e  l e t t e r .  Y o u r  s u p p o r t  i s  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d !  

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e x t e n d  a  s p e c i a l  a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  t o  t h e  C A T  ( C i t i z e n s  A g a i n s t  T r a s h )  C l u b

o f  N e t h e r  P r o v i d e n c e .  T h e  C A T  C l u b  i s  a  v o l u n t e e r  g r o u p  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d s  a  l i t t e r  f r e e

c o m m u n i t y .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  m a k i n g  a  n o t i c e a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  c l e a n l i n e s s  o f  o u r  t o w n !

L a s t l y ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  m e e t  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  a n d  f o u r t h  T h u r s d a y  o f  e a c h  m o n t h .

T h e  B o a r d  w e l c o m e s  q u e s t i o n s ,  c o m m e n t s  a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s  f r o m  r e s i d e n t s  o n  a l l  i s s u e s .  

W i t h  k i n d  r e g a r d s ,

M a t t h e w  G a r s o n

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,  N e t h e r  P r o v i d e n c e  T o w n s h i p  B o a r d  o f  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  
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TOWNSHIP EVENTS

F a m i l y  F u n  D a y

Mark your calendars for a day of

family fun! October 2nd 12pm-3pm

Strath Haven Middle School. 

Click the link to sign up to volunteer:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/1

0c044da4a723a6fd0-9thannual

Volunteer time will count for "service

hours" for teens!
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Get in the
Halloween
Spirit and

win!

2nd Annual 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044da4a723a6fd0-9thannual


TOWNSHIP EVENTS

 

T o w n s h i p  B u i l d i n g  D e d i c a t i o n :  G a r y  C u m m i n g s

 At the July 22nd Board of Commissioners Meeting, former Township Manager,

Gary Cummings, was honored for his many years of dedicated service to the

Township. Mr. Cummings retired in 2020, and he was instrumental in many

changes to the Township over the last 40+ years, including the acquisition of

open space for Furness and Houston Parks. To honor Mr. Cummings, the

Township's administrative offices have been named after him.

We're grateful for his time and service, and we wish him a very enjoyable

retirement!

Fal l  2021   E -News  |  page  02



Martha Burton Park Dedication - July

31st 
What a beautiful sunny day it was for the Martha Burton

Community Park Dedication. We're proud that Martha

Burton was able to attend. She made a significant impact on

the community, and we thank her for all she has done for

the community.

Thank you to everyone that helped make it a special day. 

Thank you to everyone that came out and celebrated the dedication of Furness

Park. If you haven't walked this beautiful trail, check it out! As you walk, please

notice the handmade benches by local Boy Scouts as you enjoy the lush green

scenery.
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PARKS UPDATES
Furness Park Dedication



 IN THE COMMUNTIY  

The  Thomas  Leiper  House
 

The  Township ’s  histor ic  1785  Thomas  Leiper  House  is  open  Saturday

and  Sunday  afternoons,  1  to  4  p.m.  into  December.  Guided  tours  show

you  a  beauti ful ly  restored  and  furnished  home  and  tel l  you  about  the

Leiper  family ’s  inf luence  in  Nether  Providence  through  the  generat ions.

Suggested  donations  –  $1.00  for  adults  and  50  cents  for  chi ldren.  No

reservat ions  needed.  Just  stop  in .

Located  at  521  Avondale  Road  in  Wall ingford,  there  is  a  parking  lot  next

to  the  property .  We  hope  you ' l l  be  able  to  stop  in  for  a  vis i t  to  see  some

of  the  Township 's  history  f i rsthand!  
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IN THE COMMUNITY 

Helen  Kate  Furness  Free  Library

Fal l  events  and  programs:
R e m e m b e r i n g  9 / 1 1 :  T w e n t y  Y e a r s  L a t e r  ( a l l  a g e s )

The  exhibit  is  located  on  the  upper  level  and  wil l  be  avai lable  through  the  end  of

September.

Dungeons  &  Dragons:  Ramp  Up  Your  DM  Ski l ls  ( teens )

Music  on  the  Lawn:  Last  Chance  (al l  ages )

Toddler  Tales:  Autumn  Series

Preschool /Kindergarten  Stor ies:  Autumn  Series

PAWS  for  Reading  in  Person!  (6  and  up )

Book  Date  with  Helen  Kate  (adult  book  discussion )

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p l e a s e  v i s i t  

h t t p s : / / w w w . h k f l i b r a r y . o r g / p r o g r a m s /
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.hkflibrary.org%2fprograms%2f&c=E,1,7u-ksxULhKbQpz39upLSSTnmTl6EN8vtK1RADe1oYMuyomZqiaTh3HMzZhcO_cyIRApjUyryAXHLLRXvstBkK7eTHvPwur71OigawKAQGft5IPHQoI-h3GK9ZYw,&typo=1


Yard Waste 
Yard Waste (except grass clippings, vines/Ivy, and weeds), leaves in biodegradable bags

(NO PLASTIC BAGS) and bundled sticks will be collected by the Township Public Works

Department the second Tuesday of each month. You MUST call the Township in order to

get on the list to have your yard waste picked up. Simply call 610-566-4516 Monday

through Friday, 9 AM to 5 PM and provide your address. Call early as pick-ups can fill up!

Drop-offs will be permitted from 8 AM to noon on the first Saturday of the month and

Mondays and Tuesdays from 8 AM to noon each week.

PUBLIC WORKS

L e a f  C o l l e c t i o n  S c h e d u l e

Beginning in fall 2021, the Township will implement a scheduled leaf collection. In the

past, Public Works completed leaf collection on every street approximately once every two

weeks. That afforded Township employees flexibility to deal with emergency needs,

weather delays, and varying leaf volume. But that process left residents guessing when

their leaves would be picked up. The new schedule builds in buffers to manage disrupting

factors while allowing residents to better plan their leaf clean-up and curbside disposal.

The 2021 leaf pickup schedule is below.
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Thank  you  in  advance  for  your  patience  as  the  Township  works  to  implement  the  schedule.

There  wil l  be  miscalculat ions  and  mistakes  along  the  way.  We  wil l  learn  f rom  them.  Please  thank

your  Publ ic  Works  Department  employees  who  brave  the  cold,  rain,  and  snow  to  col lect  leaves.

http://netherprovidence.org/residents/public-works/leaves-mulch/


POLICE/ PUBLIC SAFTEY

Accreditat ion
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D a v i d  M .  S p l a i n  C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e  
July  21,  2021

It  is  with  great  pride  to  announce  that  the  Nether  Providence  Township  Pol ice

Department  recently  earned  the  Pennsylvania  Law  Enforcement  Accreditat ion

Commission ’s  “Accredited  Status”  at  the  108th  annual  Pennsylvania  Chiefs  of

Pol ice  Education  and  Training  Conference  on  July  20th.  The  “Accredited

Status”  is  the  culminat ion  of  more  than  f ive  years  of  hard  work  and  dedicat ion

on  the  part  of  the  men  and  women  of  the  Nether  Providence  Pol ice

Department.  With  this  recognit ion,  the  Nether  Providence  Pol ice  Department

becomes  the  5th  pol ice  department  in  Delaware  County  (42  Departments )  and

the  133rd  pol ice  department  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  (1117  departments )

to  be  awarded  “Accredited  Status” .

Nether  Providence  Township  Fire  Department  Annual  Fund  Drive

 

For  Nether  Providence  Township  and  Rose  Val ley  Borough

Residents

 

Please  watch  your  mailbox  for  our  annual  fund  drive  letter  in

support  of  Nether  Providence  Township  Fire  Department  -  Garden

City  and  South  Media  Fire  Companies.  We  are  100% volunteer ,

100% of  the  t ime.  We  appreciate  your  support .  For  more

information  or  to  donate,  go  to  npfire .org.



FIRE SAFTEY MONTH

F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n  W e e k  i s  O c t o b e r  3 - 9 ,

2 0 2 1 !
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Click for more helpful information and video's

Put your Halloween
Costume on, grab a bite to

eat and help support
Garden City Fire Company!

October 23
12-4 PM

https://www.nfpa.org/Events/Events/Fire-Prevention-Week/About
https://www.sparky.org/videos?_ga=2.221125272.1076433468.1631815728-571202552.1631815728&_gac=1.27795150.1631819402.Cj0KCQjw1ouKBhC5ARIsAHXNMI9-6vgZj9Z-XsTvcDOJHelBcVUbQp62OI2Y52z8aoWRdOh2kgpgFsIaAmMUEALw_wcB


ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE- EAC

Composting  101

The  Nether  Providence  Township  Environmental  Action  Committee  (EAC )  encourages  everyone

to  compost ,  but  i f  you ’ve  never  done  i t  before,  i t  can  be  int imidat ing  and  confusing.  Here ’s  a  few

thoughts  to  help  get  you  started.  

 

What  is  compost ing?

We  al l  recycle  already  -  cardboard,  plast ics  and  more,  so  i t  seems  kind  of  strange  that  the  food

and  organic  mater ial  inside  those  i tems  doesn ’ t  get  recycled  too.  That ’s  essential ly  what

compost ing  is ,  recycl ing  the  organic  matter  that  comes  in  the  containers  you  recycle  too!

Everything  that  grows  decomposes  -  the  leaves  in  our  backyard,  the  apples  on  the  t rees  -  and

becomes  the  fert i le ,  nutr ient  r ich  soi l  we  use  to  grow  more  things.  Composting  reinserts

ourselves  into  the  process.

 

Does  i t  smell?  

Nope!  At  least  i f  you  are  a  l i t t le  careful  about  what  you  put  into  i t .  No  meats,  no  oi ls ,  no  dairy .  As

long  as  you  stay  away  f rom  those  things,  i t  won ’ t  smell  and  you  won ’ t  attract  pests .

 

Why  Compost?

According  to  the  EPA   food  scraps  and  yard  waste  make  up  more  than  30  percent  of  what  we

throw  away!  Composting  is  great  for  our  planet ,  our  gardens  and  our  community .  Some  of  the

many  benefi ts  to  compost ing  include:  

•  Reducing  Household  Food  Waste

•  Reducing  methane  emissions  in  landf i l ls  

•  Creat ing  nutr ient  r ich  soi l  (out  of  waste! )  

 

Gett ing  started  

There  are  a  number  of  easy  ways  to  get  started  -  f rom  a  simple  tumbler  bin  in  your  yard  to  a

curbside  service  l ike  Kitchen  Harvest .  The  township  wil l  post  some  l inks  on  their  website  that  wil l

help  guide  you  to  the  best  ways  you  can  get  recycl ing.  Some  of  us  have  been  compost ing  for

years  and  there  are  lots  of  easy  ways  to  get  started  that  take  l i t t le  or  no  work  -  maybe  just  a  l i t t le

bit  of  care  -  and  i t  wil l  go  a  long  way  to  helping  our  community  reduce  waste  and  improve  our

community .  
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The next Delaware County Household Hazardous Waste
Drop off is Oct 16th at 

Upper Chichester Municipal Bldg
8500 Furey Rd. Upper Chichester 19061

ALL EVENTS WILL BE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY-
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED 

 https://delcohhwevents.eventbrite.com/

https://delcohhwevents.eventbrite.com/


ENVIROMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE- EAC

RECYCLING PICKUP SCHEDULE
 

Ward 1 & 7          Thursdays
Ward 2            Wednesdays
Ward 3 & 4           Tuesdays
Ward 5 & 6     Wednesdays
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Green  Advisors  f rom  Swarthmore  College  on  EAC  Committee:

GA  program  Info:

Swarthmore  College ’s  Green  Advisor  (GAs )  program  is  a  student - led  effort  that  connects  the  student

populat ion  with  the  col lege ’s  sustainabi l i ty  goals .  Students  in  the  program  become  community

leaders  who  col laborate  with  faculty  or  external  partners  to  work  on  projects  concerning

environmental  and  ecological  sustainabi l i ty .  Throughout  their  tenure,  GAs  str ive  to  lead  by  example

in  hopes  of  achieving  a  more  sustainable  version  of  Swarthmore  College  and  the  community  around

it .  Nether  Providence 's  EAC  is  excited  to  work  with  two  students:

Just in  Chai :

Just in  Chai  is  a  sophomore  double

major ing  in  Engineering  and

Economics  with  a  focus  on

environmental  impact .  Hail ing  f rom  Los

Angeles,  he ’s  been  involved  in  mult iple

green  energy  programs  including  the

Universi ty  of  Michigan -Dearborn ’s

URISE  program  and  UC  I rv ine ’s

COSMOS,  where  he  worked  on

renewable  energy  alternat ives  in

electr ic  vehicles  and  water  f i l ter ing,

respect ively .  On  campus,  Just in  is  the

treasurer  of  the  Swarthmore

Questbr idge  chapter  as  well  as  a  former

intern  for  the  First -Generat ion  Low

Income  Administrat ion.  He  enjoys

playing  basketbal l ,  swimming,  playing

video  games,  and  taking  care  of  his

succulents .  

Anastasia  Erley:

Anastasia  is  a  sophomore  on  the  pre -med  t rack  with  an

intended  major  in  Neuroscience  and  an  intended  minor

in  Environmental  Studies.  From  r ight  around  the  corner ,

Anastasia  grew  up  in  Garnet  Val ley  where  she  is  working

on  implementing  more  sustainable  measures  within  the

community  (such  as  informing  residents  and  providing

information  about  compost ing ) .  On  campus,  she  is  a

member  of  the  varsi ty  swim  team  and  varsi ty  outdoor

track  team,  is  working  as  a  GA,  is  working  as  a  l i feguard,

is  f inishing  up  work  f rom  her  Research  Assistant  posit ion

in  the  Biology  Department  f rom  the  summer,  is  interning

in  a  Biology  and  Psychology  lab  this  fa l l ,  is  working  on

start ing  a  club  (with  a  2  others )  that  promotes  wellness

(mental  and  physical )  among  athletes,  and  is  partaking

in  the  Chester  Semester  Program  which  has  an  engaged

scholarship  internship  component  where  she  can  work

direct ly  with  residents  of  Chester  to  focus  on  addressing

environmental  just ice  issues.  She  also  is  a  cert i f ied  EMT

and  hopes  to  work  as  one  in  Swarthmore  Borough  when

more  of  her  schedule  clears  up!  Some  of  her  other

interests  include  l i f t ing,  “pett ing  every  dog  she  sees” ,

h ik ing,  and  music.  She  is  very  passionate  about  nature

and  the  environment  and  is  beyond  ecstat ic  to  work  with

us  in  Nether  Providence.  



STORMWATER MANAGMENT 
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TOWNSHIP BUSINESS

Township Projects Update 

East Possum Hollow Sidewalk Project

The Township will be installing a PennDOT-funded sidewalk on the train-track side of East

Possum Hollow Road from Providence Road (Rte. 252) to the Wallingford Train Station.

This project will make it safer for people to access mass transit. The project will start on

October 11th and during the project, East Possum Hollow Road will be one-way. Traffic

will only be able to travel eastbound from Providence Road towards the train station and

Kershaw Road. The contractor's working hours will be from 7 AM to 3 PM, Monday

through Friday. The detour will be removed during the winter months, and it may be

necessary for it to be reinstalled in the spring for a month or so. The general construction

plan is:

·October 11th – mid-December: sidewalk, curbing, and stormwater pipe installation.

Materials and weather depending, the guiderail may be installed.

·March 18th – late April: traffic signal adjustments, ADA sidewalk ramps, and guiderail (if

not completed in the fall).

There will be a temporary pedestrian walkway in place during the construction, which is

part of the reason for the necessity of the detour. 

We know this detour will be an inconvenience, but there will be many long-term benefits

to safety and accessibility.
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TOWNSHIP BUSINESS

Township Projects Update 

East Rose Valley Sidewalk Project

The Township’s Engineering Company has been working with PennDOT on the plans for the East

Rose Valley pathway project. Unfortunately, PennDOT is requiring several last minute changes,

which will mean another design resubmission to PennDOT. Since it is a State funded project on a

State Road, the Township has to comply with PennDOT’s review comments. This is frustrating as it

will push the construction’s start date into early 2022. We appreciate everyone’s patience,

especially the residents along East Rose Valley Road. 

 

The project, which is grant-funded by the State, will extend the existing path near Osborne Lane

up to Providence Road. This will create a connection to the Leiper-Smedley Trail for a safer and

more walkable area for the residents. 

Streambank Restoration - Gouley Park 

Nether Providence Township has received grant funding from the State’s Watershed Restoration

and Protection Program to perform streambank restoration in Gouley Park (the former Summit

School). The Township, like all municipalities in PA, is required to prepare a plan to reduce the

amount of sedimentation that is going into the streams. This impacts water quality and pollution in

the area. Fortunately, this grant will help offset those costs.

The Ambient Group, LLC of Williamstown, NJ was the low bidder for the project, and their work

included the clearing of vegetation from the stream, grading and stabilizing the streambank, and

the planting of 60 new trees. This will prevent erosion of the streambanks. The erosion of the

streambanks is what leads to sedimentation getting into the streams.
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Board of Commissioners
Max Cooper   

Matthew
Garson 

Micah Knapp   

Kaitlin McKenzie

Stephanie King

Robert
O'Connor

Marty Molloy

 Ward 1  mcooper@netherprovidence.org 

214 Sykes Lane, 
Wallingford, PA 19086

610-566-4516

Ward 2  mgarson@netherprovidence.org 

mknapp@netherprovidence.org 

      Ward 4 kmckenzie@netherprovidence.org 

Ward 5         sking@netherprovidence.org

Ward 6   roconnor@netherprovidence.org 

Ward 7   mmolloy@netherprovidence.org 

Ward 3

The Board of Commissioners meetings will be live-streamed on YouTube. The

stream can be found by searching for “Nether Providence Township” on

YouTube or by using this link: Nether Providence YouTube. The meeting also

can be watched on TV (channel 5 for Comcast, and channel 37 for Verizon.)

 

Meetings will be held the 2nd & 4th Thursdays of the month.
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